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Big GirlVictoria Dawson has always felt out of place in her family, especially in body-conscious L.A.

Her father, Jim, is tall and slender, and her mother, Christina, is a fine-boned, dark-haired beauty.

Both are self-centered, outspoken, and disappointed by their daughterâ€™s looks. While her parents

and sister can eat anything and not gain an ounce, Victoria must watch everything she eats, as well

as endure her fatherâ€™s belittling comments about her body and see her academic achievements

go unacknowledged. Ice cream and oversized helpings of all the wrong foods give her comfort, but

only briefly. The one thing she knows is that she has to get away from home, and after college in

Chicago, she moves to New York City.Behind Victoria is a lifetime of hurt and neglect she has tried

to forget, and even ice cream can no longer dull the pain. Ahead is a challenge and a risk: to accept

herself as she is, celebrate it, and claim the victories she has fought so hard for and deserves. Big

girl or not, she is terrific and discovers that herself.Family TiesAnnie Ferguson was a bright young

Manhattan architect. Talented, beautiful, just starting out with her first job, new apartment and

boyfriend, she had the world in the palm of her handâ€•until a single phone call altered the course of

her life forever. Overnight, she became the mother to her sisterâ€™s three orphaned children,

keeping a promise she never regretted making, even if it meant putting her own life indefinitely on

hold.Now, at forty-two, as independent as ever, with a satisfying career and a family that means

everything to her, Annie is comfortable being single and staying that way. She appears to have no

time for anything else. With her nephew and nieces now young adults and confronting major

challenges of their own, Annie is navigating a parentâ€™s difficult passage between lending them a

hand and letting go, and suddenly facing an empty nest. The eldest, twenty-eight-year-old Liz, an

overworked, struggling editor in a high-powered job at Vogue, has never allowed any man to come

close enough to hurt her. Ted, at twenty-four a serious and hardworking law student, is captivated

by a much older, much more experienced woman with children, who is leading him much further

than he wants to go. And the youngest, twenty-one-year-old Katieâ€•impulsive, artistic,

rebelliousâ€•is an art student about to make a choice that will lead her to an entirely different world

she is in no way prepared for but determined to embrace.Then, just when least expected, a chance

encounter changes Annieâ€™s life yet again in the most unexpected direction of all.From Manhattan

to Paris and all the way to Tehran, Family Ties is a novel that reminds us how challenging and

unpredictable life can be, and that the powerful bonds of family are the strongest of all.
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My 91 year old can no longer see so I got her started on audiobooks. This set of Danielle Steel

books was the perfect way to get her hooked on listening to books. She loved these books south

that it took her only one week to read each book. Thanks so much for putting these books on cd.
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